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THE AGGRESSIVE POWER OF CHRISTIANITY. 


“ Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the 
word.”—Acts 8: 4. 


Our text carries us back to days of persecution for the Word’s 
sake. The empire which Satan had so long held was now 
rapidly waning before the power of the Cross, and “he came 
down in great wrath because his time was short.” But his de- 
vices against the truth were vain. The cause of righteousness 
gained ground daily: it gained fresh strength from fresh opposi- 
tion. Converts to Christ were multiplied even around the stake ; 
and the agents in this work of intended extermination were 
made to see that all their apparent victories were really defeats. 
“The blood of martyrs proved the seed of the church.” One 
reason for this is intimated by the fact stated in the text, “ They 
that were scattered abroad went everywhere ;” and wherever 
they went they acted out their religion—publishing with their 
lips, and enforcing by their lives, the gospel of the grace of God. 
_— this statement, I deduce the doctrine of this discourse~— 
That it is preéminently by aggressive movements that the Church 
1s to prosper. By this means she is to maintain spiritual life in 
her own soul—cause religion to flourish at home, and extend its 
triumphs abroad. 


1. The truth of this doctrine is suggested by the first impulses 
of the religious principle, the spirit of love in every Christian’s 


False religionists, both among Pagans and nominal Christians, 
have, I know, taught that piety was a kind of dormant, contem- 
plative spirit; that its power was to be manifested in patient en- 
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durance rather than holy action; in a voluntary withdrawment 
from the world to avoid its contaminations, rather than in resolute 
efforts to make the world better. This was a leading feature in the 
ancient stoical philosophy. The same idea is incorporated into 
several of the religious systems prevalent in the East at the pres- 
ent day. It is this false notjon, in nominally Christian churches, 
that has sent thousands of self-deceived, and no doubt some truly 
good men, into the seclusion of the cloister, to spend their days 
in penances and prayers, rather than in executing plans of benev- 
olent effort. Now it is not the true spirit of religion, but the 
want of it, that leads to such erroneous views of Christian duty. 
The unsophisticated promptings of the new-born soul are always 
to active effort for God. This is strikingly exhibited in young 
converts. It is illustrated with great beauty in the conduct of 
Christ’s earliest disciples. So it must be; for true religion is the 
spirit of Christ. It looks with pain upon the amazing evils of sin, 
under whatever form they may appear. It sees the world lying in 
wickedness ; and it is not satisfied with sighing over its miseries. 
Its language is, something must be done. It conceives plans, it 
demands efforts, for the world’s conversion. Every real Chris- 
tian that lives in the spirit of religion may consult his own con- 


sciousness on this subject. In his most favored hours and nearest 
approaches to God, he will find his impulses to religious effort 
strongest. The history of the apostles and primitive Christians 


confirms this view. 

Take up the lives also of eminéntly holy men in later times— 
Baxter, Brainard, Martyn, Payson. At the moment of medita- 
ting these thoughts I open Payson’s Memoirs lying before me, and 
one of the first sentences that meets my eye, in his private Diary, 
reads thus :-—“ Enjoyed this morning endeared communion with 
God—felt his love constraining me, and had such desires for 
the salvation of souls that I could not rest at home—felt that 
I must go out and stir up Christians to pray, and exhort sinners 
to repent.” _ What an impressive illustration of the truth of our 
doctrine; and let me add of the identity of true religion in all 
ages of the Church. Payson’s religion is seen working out pre- 
cisely the same results with that of those persecuted refugees re- 
ferred to in our text. Such coincidences have a wonderfu! 
power to strengthen our fi.th in the reality of religion as a Di- 
vine principle, and they ought to be used as a searching test of 
the genuineness of our own professions of it. 

2. The doctrine I have stated further appears from the fact 
that truth is the grand instrument which God employs to over- 
throw the kingdom of Satan, and advance and establish the king- 
dom of His Son. Now we know that the truth can be available 
for this high end, only as it is brought into contact with the 
human mind ; and this, of course, involves a great enterprise on 
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the part of the church of the very character spoken of in the 
text. The Word of God must not only be translated into all the 
languages of the earth, but it must be carried to every man’s 
door; nay, its great truths must be pressed home upon every 
man’s conscience. What a mighty work here opens for Chris- 
tians of every name; it is, moreover, eminently an aggressive 
work,.a missionary movement. How are they to accomplish it 
by shutting themselves up in nunneries and Cloisters, and giving 
themselves up to divine contemplations?” Is this the way to 
cause their light so “to shine before men that they seeing their 
good works may glorify their Father in heaven?” Alas, fot the 
preposterous teachings of a perverted Christianity ! 

Surely there are facts enough before the church to show her 
that the strongholds of error and sin cannot be demolished by 
sighs and prayers alone. They are not to fall down before her. 
as the walls of Jericho fell before Israel of old, at the sound of a 
trumpet. The Captain of her salvation has seen fit to appoint 
other means of success—means which must task all her energies. 
and demand all her resources,—her resources of men and of 
money, of talent and of influence— 


“ Her power to suffer, 
And her will to serve.” 


3. Again :—Both the necessity and the vital importance of the 


ressive movements of the church appears from the very atti- 
tude of a fallen world toward God. It is one of hostility to His 
character and opposition to His truth. I know there are those 
who love to represent the human heart as favorably disposed 
toward God and his gospel. Their theory is that all which men 
need is light—a fair and liberal presentation of the truth to the 
mind. But on what page of the Scriptures is this flattering pic- 
ture of our nature drawn? Does not the divine Teacher himself 
say: “He that doeth evil hateth the light ;’ and again, “ This is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, beeause their deeds were evil.” 
Hence the darkness that overspreads the earth—the gross dark- 
ness that covers the people; and mark, this darkness is not con- 
fined to this or to that place, but it is to a deplorable extent in 
every place. It is in every city and village, in every house and 
heart. Even the children of light, how often does obscurity 
brood over their minds and sadden their hearts! They have 
need to be exhorted to cast off the darkness and its works, to put 
on the armor of light and walk as children of the light and the 
day. Does not this moral condition of the race indicate plainly 
the duty of the church ? . 

The, Bible teaches doctrines and records facts. It seldon 
makes direct appeals, and still more rarely pursues a course of 
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reasoning for the purpose of enforcing duty. This is the busi- 
ness of the church. God knew our active natures, and He has 
eraeres work for us suited to develop and strengthen all our 
aculties and all our Christian graces. The world will not come 
to the church and crave instruction at her lips. As her Saviour 
sought her, so He requires her to seek sinners. In other words, 
she must make external and aggressive movements. She must 
not study so mtclf her‘own comfort as her enlargement. And 
this general rule of duty for the church as a body, applies to each 
member of the chureh individually. ‘So Christ teaches. The 
man who wandered among the tombs, a miserable victim of 
Satan’s power, having become the happy subject of the Saviour’s 
mercy, desired to follow in His train. But no, it was not for 
him the sphere of greatest usefulness. Hence the direction 
given to him; “ Return to thy house ;” or, as Mark’s gospel has 
it, “Go home to thy friends and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee and had mercy on thee.’ 

4. The whole current of Scripture precept and representation 
is in perfect accordance with this view of the subject. The 
Bible never instructs the church, that she is to conquer the 
world by her passive virtues, nor by any means which aim 
chiefly at conservation rather than aggression. 

Look at Christ’s ewn instructions on this subject. His imme- 
diate disciples are not permitted to remain permanently with 
him. atte are in His family, temporarily, and for a specific 

. They are to be fitted. for their great work as ambassa- 
dors for God. The.moment this is accomplished, their divine 
Teacher sends them forth into all the cities of Judea, to preach 
repentance, and warn the people “to flee from the wrath to 
come.” Call to mind also his last command: “Go teachyall na- 
tions ;’—“ go ye into all the earth, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” “My religion is as leaven: its first movements 
are silent and apparently feeble, but.it is in its nature an active, 
all-pervading principle. It moves forward to a mighty consum- 
mation. It shall ere long fill the world with righteousness and 

5. The entire history of the gospel confirms this view of the 

ject. When has any signal advance been made in the work 
of human salvation, except by a movement similar to that de- 
scribed in the text? The very foundations of hope towards God 
were laid in our world by a stupendous movement of this very 
character. Christ’s great redeeming enterprise—what was it but 
one of ion? What, but the boundless benevolence of 
Heaven bearing down upon the dominions of sin and darkness, 
in this apostate world? His mission was gratuitous on God’s 
part, and unwelcome on ours. “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not.” Look at his whole career, from the 
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manger to the cross. It was a missionary career. He left the 
hallowed places of the temple, and his sweet retreats for medita- 
tion and prayer amid the olive groves that were round about 
Jerusalem, and sought out, often at the hazard of his life, the 
miserable victims of disease and sin. He traversed various por- 
tions of Judea again and again, journeying on foot, “ without a 
home of his own,” and as he himself affectingly says, “ without a 
place to lay his head.” The Evangelical record describes his 
——r of life in one short sentence: “He went about, doing 
g wg 

The Mosaic institution was peculiar. It was conservative 
rather than aggressive. It did not indeed repel the proselyte 
from Paganism, when he came to the gate of Zion, and knocked 
for admission ; but it did not go out after the wanderer to bring 
him to the fold of God. It was the mysterious arrangement of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
glorious will. Still it was true then as now, that religion made 
no decided progress, even in Israel, except as the servants of the 
Lord made specific movements for this purpose. To this end 
pious kings and holy prophets must be raised up to unite their 
efforts in reviving and extending the work and worship of the 
true God. The feasts must all be kept; the daily sacrifices 
offered, and the law publicly explained and enforced. 

In times of growing declension and abounding wickedness, 
some Elijah must come forth to warn the wicked of their wicked 
ways—to stand in the breach and roll back the outbreaking tide 
of iniquity and death: the bulwarks of idolatry must be assaulted, 
and all the faithful must unite their efforts, calling on God and 
putting their hands to the work of reform. Piety may retire to 
the caves of the earth, and weep her life out in secret places. It 
is all in vain: the abomination of desolation will spread wider 
and wider ; false prophets will multiply in numbers, and grow 
bolder in blasphemy, until not only the holy city, but the holy 
temple shall have become a den of iniquity. No, religion must 
not retire from the field, nor be content to occupy only neutral 

und. She must make an ssive movement or all is lost. 

e Nehemiah must rouse ol lead that remnant of God’s host 
that has not bowed the knee to Baal; and pressing onward from 
conquering te conquer, must in the name of the rd of Hosts 
achieve the victory. 

If this aspect of things strikes us in the history of the Old Tes- 
tament dispensation, how much more in that of the New? Mark 
how faithfully the first preachers of the gospel carried out their 
Divine commission. They began, as directed, at Jerusalem. But 
having set up thousands of trophies to the power of the truth at 
that central point, they took up the standard of the cross and bore 
it in triumph round the globe. They travelled from city to city, 
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and from region to region; and everywhere they acted aggress- 
ively. They assailed pagan superstition in all its strong holds; 
paw overturned its altars of blood ; they cast down its false gods, 

called its deluded votaries to eee them “ to 
turn from these dumb idols, to serve the living God.” It was thus 
that the apostles, their coadjutors and successors conquered the 
earth for Christ.. Thus théy subdued al] nations to the obedience 
of faith, until shouts of victory and songs of deliverance went up 
to Heaven from a regenerated world. 

Turn to a still later page in the history of the church. How 
was it at the Reformation? Luther was a monk, shut up in a 
cloister. There, as he read his Latin Bible, the grace of God 
touched his heart. The scales of error fell from his eyes, as they 
did from the eyes of Saul of Tarsus. Having received the great 
doctrine of Justification by Faith, he rose upon Germany as a new 
and glorious star. He went forth as the sun when he shineth in 
his strength. By God's help he rolled away the thick darkness of 
ages, and filled Europe with intellectual and spiritual light. But 
mark, this great work was not effected, chiefly, by the prayers of 
the cloister, but by many a hard-fought battle for God and his 
truth, in the open field. 

At length the zeal of the Reformers declined ; their missionary 
movements were remitted. Then the cause of truth began to 
lose ground ; and the Protestant church ignobly surrendered field 
after field which she had gloriously won. How was it in our 
mother country at the period when Whitefield and Wesley ap- 
peared ? The English Church, proud of her strength, had long 
reposed amid her privileges, surrounded by the defences and sus- 
tained by the aids of the secular arm. She had well-nigh forgot- 
ten the very end of her being. Vital piety had declined, until it 
had become nearly extinct. Then the Spirit of God moved upon 
the hearts of the devoted men I have just named. They were 
both young, but they were endued with much of the spirit, if not 
with all the wisdom of the first preachers of the gospel. It was 
the missionary — and their movements were missionary move- 
ments. Through the impulse which they were chiefly instru- 
mental in imparting, spiritual religion revived and extended both 
in Britain and our own country, and in all-branches of the Evan- 
gelical church. So it has ever been; and so I believe it will 
continue to be to the end of the world. Just in proportion as 
any branch of the Christian church in the spirit of Christ attempts 
spiritual aggression, missionary enterprises, at home and abroad, 
in the same rtion its interests are smiled upon and prospered. 
It is seen fulfilling its high destiny. 

If these things are so—then our main position is established— 
namely, that it is chiefly by the external and missionary move- 
ments of the church that she is to maintain life and health in her 
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own soul—extend the empire of pure religion abroad, and fill the 
earth with the light and glory of God. 


REMARKS. 


1. We see why the church is organized. It is partly for 
social religious improvement; but .this is as a means to an end. 
It is organized preeminently with a view to united and powerful 
external action. Hence the obligation on all the true friends of 
Christ to join themselves to some evangelical branch of the 
church, aud to stand fast in the faith and hope of His gospel; 
that the sacramental host of God’s elect being perfectly joined 
together, hand and heart, may move forward to final and uni- 
versal triumph. 

2. This subject also indicates the grand object of all preaching 
to the church. It is not chiefly the personal enjoyment of 
Christians. It is indeed the duty of the spiritual husbandman to 
cultivate the Lord’s vineyard onde inclased ; but is not even 
this in reference chiefly to a higher duty, that of enlarging its 
borders and causing new plants of righteousness to spring up and 
bear fruit to His glory ? 

The late William Ward, so well known as a devoted mis- 
sionary and an accomplished preacher, in his letters addressed to 
British and American Christians, suggests his belief that too 
much of the public preaching of the Sabbath is, in many parts of 
Protestant Christendom, devoted to the edification of the church, 
and too little to the conversion of sinners. And he assigns this 
as one reason why the gospel has hitherto had such limited suc- 
cess. The suggestion from such a quarter should have great 
weight, and though more applicable perhaps to the British than 
the American pulpit, is well worthy of being pondered by all. 

3. This discussion throws light upon the providences of God 
towards the church. Now, as in former days, He allows here- 
sies, persecutions, schisms, and various forms of affliction, from 
time to time, to invade the church. This is not because the 
church is not dear to him, for He hath loved her with a perfect 
and an everlasting love ; but it is because He loves the end for 
which He established her, even more ; and this end she has per- 
haps lost sight of. What was the effect of the persecutions and 
sufferings alluded to in the text? Plainly to scatter more widely 
the seed of God’s truth, to spread abroad into other regions the 
gospel of the kingdom, which was shut up mainly within the nar- 
row limits of Judea. The converts at Jerusalem did not even yet 
fully understand the a glorious mission, and their duty to 
te it toalost world. It may be too, that then as now, Christians 
oved too well their own ease, and had too little of the self- 


sacrificing ‘spirit of the Divine Master. They desired inordi- 
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nately to live at home among their friends and their privileges. 
Therefore God suffered Satan to stir up the spirit of persecution 
and “scatter them abroad.” Their trials quickened their piety, 
their love for Christ and for souls; and they went forth every- 
where as heralds of salvation, as “burning and shining lights.” 
Look at the schism in the Epi Church, incidental to the 
indefatigable labors of Whitefield and Wesley, already alluded to. 
Missionary efforts formed no part of their original plan; they 
were the plan of Providence. Driven by persecution from the 
churches of that religious establishment to which they ray 
these men of God resorted to field-preaching, for which they 
were both singularly adapted. By this means their hearers were 
multiplied a hundred-fuld. Was the hand of God ever more 
plainly visible? Doubtless he saw that that great movement 
(for it was great in itself, and far greater in its consequences) 
was indispensable to the grand purposes of His mercy, as neces- 
sary as the persecution referred to in the text. And who would 
venture to say that similar schisms may not be necessary in 
the same church, and in other extended churches in our times, 
and for substantially the same reasons ? 

4. This subject throws light upon the melancholy fact, “ known 
and read of all men,” that many churches which have numbers, 
and wealth, and much secular influence, have no corresponding 
moral power. Such instances are, alas! too frequent in our own 
country, still more frequent in the mother country, and painfully 
common in all communities especially where the church either 
leans upon the State or upon treasured funds. Pecuniary burdens 
are in such cases ie light; and the minister’s support is 
secure, whether he is faithful or unfaithful. Woe to churches and 
to ministers who are thus “at ease in Zion.” A deep spiritual 
lethargy, like the sleep of death, settles down upon the people. 
Christians live unto themselves, and care little for others. |- 
fish and worldly, they make no advances in holiness; sinners re- 
main unreproved = unconverted ; “ the ways of Zion mourn,” 
her walls molder, and the great end for which the church exists 
is defeated. In what sense can it be affirmed of such an associa- 
tion of professing Christians, that’ they are the “salt of the earth, 
or the light of the world?” Do they not, rather, painfully verify 
another declaration of our Lord: “for ‘if the salt hath lost its 
savor wherewith shall it be salted ? it is henceforth good for no- 
thing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men.” The 
way of all great apostasies from God and his truth has been pre- 
. pared by just such churches,—churches holding, it may be, sub- 

stantially an orthodox faith, and having a “name to live,” and 
nothing but a name. 

Many such churches have become absolutely extinct—nay ex- 
tended branches of the nominally Christian church, formed 
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according to this low standard of duty, have perished and been 
pe se Let us then be warned. The path both of individual 
and associated piety is the same. In order even to permanent ex- 
istence, there must be aggressive holy action. The church 
must not live always in the temple, or abide on the mount, nor 
even tarry at Jerusalem. Having surveyed the field around her, 
and lifted up her heart to God-for help, she must go forth to self- 
denying toils and conflicts. The same is true of the individual 
members of the church ; and just in proportion as they resist the 
claims of duty and withdraw from all active effort for God, 
their piety withers, and their usefulness declines. Hence the de- 
plorable fact, that in every church so many are found who add to 
the numbers, but not at all to the sirength or efficiency of the 
church. They might at any time enter the church triumphant, 
if peradventure the gate of heaven could open wide enough to 
admit them, and the church militant would not, in her great con- 
flict with sin, miss their influence. Like the retinue of an eastern 
army, t swell the roll—encumber the camp—impede the 
march, and in the day of battle they only embarrass the faithful 
soldier, and insure disaster and discomfiture to the host. 

These nominal disciples of Christ may be strictly moral ; exact 
in many duties belonging to their profession, especially those 
which relate more immediately to themselves. hy then are 
they not useful Christians? Simply because they do not make 
exertions and sacrifices to carry forward those great Christian 
enterprises at home and abroad, which bear powerfully on the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ, and the destinies of men for eternity. 
When such disciples of Jesus die, who will gather around their 
graves to moisten them with tears of pious regret ? or who, when 
they depart, will appear at the gate of glory to welcome them to 
everlasting habitations ? 

The story of your religious life will soon be written. It will be 
summed up chiefly in this :—What did he prayerfully attempt for 
God—what to limit the evils of sin and diffuse the blessings of 
salvation ? What you have done, or humbly aimed to do, for this 

at consummation, in your own soul, in your family and neigh- 
Borhood, in the Sabbath-school, in the church, and in the world, 
that will have a sweet remembrance on earth, and an everlasting 
memorial in heaven. All else will pass into utter oblivion, or be 
remembered only to diminish the joys or aggravate the woes of 
an unwasting eternity. 


































‘SERMON DY." 


BY REY. N. W. FISHER, 


Sandusky City, Ohio. 





CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 
“ Charity never faileth."—1 Cor. 13: 8. 


™ Cuanrry is the very essence of the gospel. As a grace it is 
indispensable to Christian character ; as an element of usefulness 
it is most active and powerful. The more of this lovely spirit 
we possess, the more we resemble Christ—the nearer approach 
we make to the society of heaven. Alas! that the world con- 





tains so little of it—that Christianity, which in its facts and doc- & 
trines embodies it in its highest perfection and furnishes so beau- 3 
tiful an illustration of it, has not had a brighter exemplification in a 


(_the lives of God’s people. Surely it is quite time for the church’ 
of the Redeemer to seek a new baptism of this heavenly spirit, 
and try the power of Christian Charity as a means of convincing 
and subduing this unbelieving and rebellious world. é 
We may profitably contemplate the characteristics of Chris- 
tian. charity, and the means to be used in its cultivation. . 


T 1. It is permanent. “Charity never faileth.” The climax of 
its excellence is that it never decays, never dies. Often has the 
tear been shed over the perishable nature of all earthly objects. 
And the superior worth of some of these objects presents a pain- 
ful contrast to their transient duration. Beauty has no charm that 
will not fade. The proudest monuments of human genius and 
art soon decay. Walk among the remains of ancient Thebes 
and Palmyra, and behold what was once the pride and boast of 
art, now a confused heap of ruins. See this shattered pilaster, 
that broken column, this beautifully carved chaplet, and that gor- 

crumbling dome. Alas! that they should be smitten 
with mortality. If there be laws of reproductien, the laws of 
change and decay operate with equal certainty and force. Even 


* Since this sermon was _ for the Preacher, the Lord, as in a whirl- 

wind, has swept to his rest loved Author. He brought us the MS. a few 

weeks since, and was then full of life and strength ; but returning to his people, 

among whom the pestilence was so awfully raging, he was numbered with its 

victims. These circumstances seem to warrant a departure from our rule, and 

lend _— cat a a melancholy interest, and enforce its teachings as by a voice 
ven.—ED. » 
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religion itself does not crown with immortality everything em- 
braced within its glorious economy. Prophecies fail. The 
visions of the seer have passed away. The gift of inspiration is 
withheld. Tongues have ceased. Knowledge shall vanish away. 
Supernatural communications revealing to the mind the pre- 
dictions, types, and mysteries of religion are withdrawn. But 
“charity never faileth.” It lives in the hearts of the redeemed _| 
here. It yields its sweetest fruits, and sheds its brightest glo- 
ries hereatter in its own native climes. Its greatest excellence is 
its permanence. Even faith, by which we overcome the world, 
shall be absorbed in sight; and hope, by which we are cheered 
on our pilgrimage, shall be swallowed up in a glorious fruition ; 
but charity is greater, because it will forever live and reign as 
the native child, the brightest ornament of the skies. 

2. It is a comprehensive grace. Its very nature shows that it | 
is designed to embrace in {ts sympathies the whole human 
family. It-respects the highest good, not of inanimate objects 
which are incapable of happiness, but of man, and the whole 
range of sentient being. The more extensively it operates, the 
more does it resemble the benevolence of its Author, who maketh 
his sun to shine and his rain to fal] upon the evil and upon the 
good. “For,” says Christ, “if ye love them which love you, 
what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them.) 
And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to 
them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sin- 
ners also lend to sinners to receive as much again. But love 
your enemies, and do good, and Jend, hoping for nothing again, 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the chilires of 
the Highest; for he is kind unto the unthankful, and to the evil.” 
Thus we are taught that our love and benevolence are not to be 
limited to those who can reciprocate our kindness. Such benev- 
olence is coéxistent with selfishness ; sinners exercise it ; but that 
which belongs to the Christian character aims at the good of all, 
whether good is received from them or not. Nor does it spend 
itself in mere sighs and good wishes, “be ye warmed and cloth- 
ed,” while no provision is made for the things needed. ‘The true 
Christian is ready to do his utmost to send the gospel to the des- 
titute, to relieve the distressed, to succor the widow and the or- 
phan, to confirm the doubting, strengthen the weak, encourage 
the virtuous, and reprove the faulty. In short, he is ready to 
engage in all the offices of kindness and love which may promote 
the present and future good of man, as he has ability and oppor- 
tunity. Every man is his brother, of whatever nation, color, or 
condition. 

There is, however, a distinction which God makes, and which 
he directs us to make. The love of benevolence will lead us to 
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do good unto ai men; but the love of complacence prompts us 
to acts of kindness towards the household of faith, because of 
their faith and moral excellence. To love Christians as such, 
and because they are such. And this is a love which is not con- 
fined to names, nor parties, nor sects, nor is it hemmed in 
by ecclesiastical rules and forms, but extends as far as the spirit 
and image and principles of Christ are found. 

f 3. Itis of paramount importance. Our Saviour enforced the 
duty of brotherly love in a new commandment; and enjoined 
upon mankind the love even of their enemies. He mentions it 
as the highest qualification of those who shall stand on his right 
hand, and the want of it as the reason of the dreadful curse that 
shall be denounced against those on his left, in the day of 

j_judgment. Paul declares love to be the fulfilling of the law, and 
places it first among tne fruits of the Spirit. He gives it the pre- 
eminence above all other gifts and graces,—above the tongues of 
men and angels,—above prophecy and mysteries and knowledge, 
—and even faith and hope. “Now abideth faith, hope, charity ; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” The beloved disciple who 
lay in the bosom of his Lord, and seemed to partake largely of his 
» sage tells us that God is love. All his other attributes are but 
the varied modifications of his love. Love presides over all his 
counsels, and directs all his acts. The same apostle asserts that 
this attribute is an evidence of our being born of God; and its 
absence of our still abiding in death. He calls him a murderer 
who hates another; and him a liar who says that he loves God 
whom he hath-not seen, and hates his brother whom he hath 
seen. Thus Christ and his disciples exhort and teach that love 
| continue and abound. 
ow, it is not easy to conceive how any honest man can mis- 
apprehend and evade these precepts. He can as readily shuffle 
any other duty enjoined in the Bible. And he who fancies him- 
self a Christian, while he manifests habitually a spirit in direct 
opposition to true evangelical charity, is willing to lie under a 
fatal delusion. He takes upon himself the name of Christ and 
comes under the obligations of discipleship, while he knows no- 
thing of Christianity. For, the duty of Christian charity is not 
taught in doubtful phrases, in fancied alegion and far-fetched 
interpretations, but in plain commands, in frequent earnest en- 
treaties and expostulations. And those who are proof against all 
these will not be urged to duty by considerations of a moral 
kind. Hence, however much heat and zeal a man may show in 
defense of his religious opinions, if they be not kindled by the fire 
of Christian love, they are fruitless of any good. Men may die 
martyrs to their opinions, and they may be styled Christian mar- 
tyrs, and he be totally destitute of charity. The apostle de- 
am, “Though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
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charity, 1 am nothing.” It cannot be doubted that the charity 
of the gospel is absolutely essential to the Christian character. 
It is the very soul of true piety: the element of heaven. 

4. Consider the moral excellence of Christian charity. It is ) 
the atmosphere which angels, and glorified saints, and all holy 
beings breathe. It is the virtue which distinguishes them from 
all other beings. The fallen angels may possess knowledge and 
power equal to the unfallen, but they are wholly destitute of love 
and moral excellence. They have the natural, but are destitute 
of the moral perfections. he celestia] inhabitants, on the con- 
trary, live in the enjoyment and exercise of unmingled, uninter- 
rupted love and felicity. Nor is their love confined to the 
society of the blessed in heaven, but sheds its beams upon this 
lower world, for they are ministering spirits to the heirs of sal- 
vation. ‘If there is joy among the angels over the repentance of~ 
a sinner, there is complacent love for the saints, and pity for all 
the rest of the human family. The spirits of the just, as they de- 
part this life, leave behind all their censorious, ungenerous, selfish 
propensities. Their souls are enlarged, their vision of Divine 
things is greatly extended, and their love, like a flowing stream, 
will evermore deepen and widen as it folls down through 
eternity. 

But this heaven-born charity, although its range is as wide as 
the universe, and its aim is the highest good of all the race, still 
is by no means blind to error, nor indifferent to immoral con- 
duct. It weeps when men make void the law of God, and 
rejoices when truth triumphs, holiness is exalted, and God is hon- 
ored. What exalted benevolence in Moses that should make 
him willing to be blotted out of God’s book rather than that the 
sin of Israel should not be erased! How disinterested the be- 
nevolence of Paul, who wished himself accursed from Christ, or 
in other words, separated from Christian communion as a vile 
and worthless thing, for the sake of his brethren and kindred 
according to the flesh! None but souls enlarged and elevated 
by Divine inspirations of benevolence can make such approaches 
to the character of the Redeemer who died for his enemies. 

But it should be observed that there are gifts and graces 
which appear very much like the spiritual, but are really destitute 
of divine life and love. Reference is had to those whose gifts are 
rather intellectual than spiritual, that possess the glare with the 
coldness of the iceberg ; who are endowed, perhaps, with a won- 
derful volubility, pray with great fluency, speak with the “pr 
of men and angels, seem to possess all knowledge and all faith, 
and yet they are as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. a 
eminent in these traits, have proved themselves vile and worth- 
less. Genuine Christian charity, on the contrary, is a modest 
virtue ; it vaunteth not itself ; is not puffed up ; doth not behave 
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itself unseemly, and yet is always intent on doing good. Like 
Christ, who was himself the perfect embodiment and highest ex- 
pression of charity, it accomplishes its benevolent purpose, and 
then shrinks from the world’s observation and praise. 

Again, love is, the-great bond of Christian communion. The 
church is a body composed of many members, yet so united by 
spiritual ties, that if one member suffer, the whole body suffers 
with it. Now love is the cure of all those evils which may dis- 
ease the members and threaten the body. It will restore health 
and a to the whole system, and preserve it in the vigor and 
ectivity of immortal life. 

The vast and complicated machinery of nature is kept in motion 
and made to work out its stupendous results by the force of laws 
which act harmoniously. These laws are the constant uniform 
pressure of the hand of the Almighty. Now, should anything 
interrupt the harmony of their action—any disturbing force be 
introduced which should cause them to act and react upon each 
other—universal confusion would follow, and the whole material 
superstructure would be shattered and hurled into ruin. So the 
greatest evils that ever have, or ever can happen to the church, 
originate in the violation of the great law of love. We aver it as 
our settled conviction, that the Christian church has suffered 
more from this source, than from all the opposition and persecu- 
tion received from the world without. The flames of passion, 
envy, jealousy, and recriminations within, have consumed, as it 
were, her life and power, while those from without have only 
singed her garments. 

Charity commends Christianity to the unbelieving world. No- 
thing does it so effectually. Hence, the prayer of our Saviour 
for his disciples: That they all may be one: as thou, Father, art 
in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. The apostasy first se- 
parated mankind from their Maker, and this prepared the way for 
yea. among themselves. And the farther they separated 
from , the common centre, the wider,—like concentric waves, 
have they parted one from another. The object of Christ’s mis- 
sion was to unite them, first to their Maker, and having thus a 
common centre of attraction—a commen object of love and reve- 
rence—they would of necessity be united to one another. It is 
an axiom jn mathematics, that things equal to the same thing are 
equal to one another. So it is an axiom in morals that all cre- 
ated mys who love the same glorious God, will love one 
another. Drawn to a common centre, they are influenced by 
the same laws of attraction. Christ knew this, and therefore 
prays to his Father that they all may be one in us, as the first 
thing absolutely essential to union among themselves. And 
this harmony among Christians is equally essential to the 
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world’s faith in Christianity. It wipes from her garments all un- 
seemly spots, and presents her to the world as she truly is, the 
most lovely and beautiful object that ever engaged the attention 
of immortal minds. As a system of religion it is perfect and 
complete, whether you regard its spirit or its principles, its or- 
dinances or its institutions, its hopes or its eternal realiza- 
tions. But most men judge of religion by the character of 
its professed friends. This is natural. The tree is known 
by its fruit. When we contemplate the obscenity and moral 
debasement of the most devout worshipers of idols, we can- 
not avoid the conviction that their religion is a system of 
gross falsehoods in its principles, and of the most loathsome im- 
purity in its practice. Investigating the philosophy of Paganism, 
such is found to be the fact. Christianity, on the contrary, as 
seen in its legitimate effects, breathes a spirit the most kind, 
gentle, and loving, and inculcates principles the most pure, en- 
nobling and sanctifying. Let its principles be transcribed into 
the lives of mankind—let all who are Christians in name be 
living epistles read and known of all men, and it would fill them 
with wonder, if not with admiration. So heavenly would it ap- 
pear that it could not fail to convince the mind of its Divine 
origin, if it proved ineffectual to win over the heart. Its love 
and benevolence will prevail where nothing else can, to captivate 
the heart and subdue the soul. And how much more permanent 
and noble are such conquests, than those achieved by physical 
force! That religion which cuts its way by the sword, or de- 
pends for its progress upon human power or civil policy, is from 
any other source than from Heaven. But that which opens 
for itself a passage by its own intrinsic excellence and loveliness, 
shows its Divine origin, and is sure to make glorious conquests 
over sin and error. 

Hence, let the lives of Christians generally, reflect the lovely 
spirit and the unsullied purity of our religion, and it wotld lend 
wings to the gospel and bid it fly through the world, scattering its 
blessings wide as the ruins of the apostasy. O, when shall all 
feuds and divisions come to an end? When shall the bow of 
peace span Protestant Christendom, and sweetly smiling charity 
sit like a dove upon all hearts ? ’ 

Antichrist looks with a malignant pleasure upon all the bicker- 
ings, contentions, and schisms which occur in the Protestant 
world. He raises his bloody crest and surveys with a keen eye 
our fair heritage, and rattles around the very porches of our 
sanctuaries. e anticipate glorious times when the Man of Sin 
is destroyed; but this glory will not consist so much in the 
external rule or dominion of the chureh, as in the universal resto- 
ration of her primitive purity and simplicity. When Christians 

shall waive disputes about minor things, and unite upon the plat- 
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form of fundamental truths; when they shall make real moral 
excellence the ground of union and mutual affection, and things 
unessential the objects of mutual forbearance ; when such times 
shall come, then will the lion and the lamb lie down together, 
and there shall be none to hurt or destroy in all God’s ‘holy 
mountain. This, this is the long wished for millennium. 

But this joyful period will not come till the professed friends of 
the Redeemer unitedly and earnestly en in eradicating what- 
ever is anti-Christran in themselves. The Man of Sin will not be 
overthrown by mere physical force, nor by hurling the thunder- 
bolts of invective at the infallible Chair, More, by far, will be 
accomplished by slaying what remains of the Man of Sin within 
ourselves. While rancorous, uncharitable, schismatical feelings 
exist in the Protestant world, and the spirit of Christianity is sup- 
planted by its forms, Antichrist will sit undisturbed upon his 
throne; the great red dragon ‘will continue to pursue the woman, 
and cast from his mouth floods of wrath. 

The Evangelical Alliance, if it has done nothing more, has 
brought out to the observation of the world one glorious truth 
that may be made of paramount practical utility, namely, 
that there is “an invisible but essential, a hidden but a real unity 
in the Church of Christ.” That while in the external there have 
been differences, in the internal there has been unity. The rege- 
nerating, sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit is in all hearts one 
and the same in its essential characteristics. And hence all who 
are born of God exhibit the lineaments of a common paternity, 
love substantially the same truths, breathe the same spirit, and are 
destined to the same home in heaven. “ We must carry the Al- 
liance with us into all our several spheres of action, and work out 
the grand idea which has been presented here. We have col- 
lected round the waters of charity, and we have washed the 
name ‘sectarian’ from our brow; we have placed the name of 
‘Christian ’ there ; we have abjured bigotry ; we have espoused 
and adopted love. We will catch from the page of history what 
as yet has been an aphorism to decorate or garnish a speech: we 
will place it on our banners: it is our own motto: it seems in a 
spirit of prophecy to have been made on purpose for us: In fun- 
damentals, unity ; in circumstantials, liberty ; in all things, cha- 
rity.”* Let the maintenance and the working out of such noble 
sentiments become general in Christendom, and soon will the an- 
them of the church’s jubilee be shouted from the heavens, and 
caught up by hill and mountain, will roll its choral strains up 
every and along every shore of this lower world. 


[ Tk Let us inquire what can be done to promote Christian 
charity. 


* Rev. J, Angel James before the Evangelical Alliance, London. 
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We must acknowledge moral worth wherever we find it. What- 
ever is good is from God, and He is to be acknowledged in all 
things ; as well in the tinsel on the wing of the butterfly as in 
the lustre of the sun ; as well in the structure of the little ant as 
in that of the great elephant ; as well in the bloom of the modest 
violet under your feet as in the glory of the heavens over your 
heads. In like manner all aval excellencies are to be recog- 
nized. We must approve of what is right and good in our an- 
tagonist, as well as in our friend, whose views harmonize with 
our own. And we must take care that our own whim or caprice 
is not the measure of worth and goodness we see in others. We 
are not to say that this thing is right and that is wrong, simply 
because it is or is not conformed to our standard of sentiment or 
taste. The Word of God is the only infallible standard of right, 
and by that alone are all views of moral worth to be formed. 
There are different degrees of moral worth in different individu- 
als, but none are as holy as they ought to be. This fact should 
teach us mutual forbearance and charity; to rejoice in moral 
excellence: in whatever degree and in whatever person it is 
found. And this will sweeten our tempers and remove our ani- 
mosities ; while it is sure to soften down the asperities and win 
over the respect of our antagonist, and thus tend to lessen the 
distance between us. There is a kind of spirit which is so dif- 
ferent from that charity which thinketh no evil, that it seems to 
think nothing but evil of those who happen to differ from us. It 
is a sour, acrimonious state of mind, which looks at everything 
through a jaundiced eye, and criminates those who honestly differ 
from us in opinion. e seem not to understand that a jewel may 
be found even among rubbish ; that Jesus is to be worshiped even 
when lying in a stable ; and that the ark of God is to be owned 
though in the possession of the Philistines. Now, if all professi 
Christians had more of that charity which is not puffed up, 
thinketh no evil, they would find their minds more composed and 
the acidity of their hearts more effectually neutralized. The 
would see that all truth and wisdom is not with them : that it is 
possible to be right and owned of Christ though differing from 
them: that they hold many things in common with those from 
whom ecclesiastical lines or a bad spirit separates them ; and this 
would make them modest, forbearing, and courteous. 

We should think much upon the of God. “ We love him | 
because he first loved us;” and he that realizes how God has 
loved him will find in this a constant and urgent reason why he 
should love his brother. Says John: “Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another.” The motive here pre- 
sented urges us to the exercise of charity the most catholic and 
comprehensive ; charity that endureth all things, and never fail- 
eth ; that while it covers a multitude of sins and is slow to im- 


4 





190 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


pute iniquity, will nevertheless put forth untiring energies to savé 
men from transgression and its dreadful consequences. The love 
of seraphs burns not like a lamp in a sepulchre, but like the stars 
of heaven, it sheds its beams upon other objects. The love of 
God is in its very nature diffusive. It knows no bounds, and will 
not be confined within prescribed limits. It dispels the clouds, 
and stills the tempests, and sweetens the whole atmosphere of the 
soul. It enlarges the mind, and softens the affections, and calms 
the passions, and smooths the ruggedness of our natures. It cuts 
up pride and selfishness root and branch, and inspires us with the 
most kind and generous feelings. 'Whocan contemplate Jehovah 
sending rain upon the evil and upon the good ; and who can trace 
the Saviour from the manger to the cross, whose every act was 
tenderness and leve, and not feel his bosom swell with the most 
enlarged benevolence ? Dwell much upon the astonishing love of 
God if you would have a full measure of charity. 
™ As another means of cultivating this lovely virtue, we must 
endeavor to obtain clear views of the great design of the Christian 
religion. ‘That it is not to furnish subjects merely for specula- 
tion, to awaken the curiosity, and heat the imagination ; but to 
array before the mind powerful motives to a holy life, to aid us in 
controlling our passions, subduing our appetites, and directing our 
wills; and in bringing all our powers into subserviency to the 
glory of God—to the best good of society, and the salvation of 
souls. And if Christians would acknowledge this to be their ap- 
propriate work, and conscientiously apply themselves to it, they 
would find enough about which to employ their thoughts, and 
neither time nor occasion to be prying into the infirmities of their 
t_neighbors. They would see how unwise it is to be jealous and 
suspicious of others’ wrongs, when so much remains to be cor- 
rected in themselves. There is a sort of moral derangement in 
such conduct, just as if a man should quarrel with his neighbor 
about a penny when his house is on fire and his family ready to 
perish in the flames. The Christian has no moral difficulties to 
contend with that are of so serious a character as those he finds 
in his own breast. These require his attention, diligence, and 
strength to subdue. And he will discover.so much in himself to 
censure, and so little to approve, that he will hasten to forgive the 
trespass of a brother, and extend to him the charity which he 
himself so much needs. 

‘ Furthermore, we should avoid all passionate and angry dis- 
putes on the subject of religion. Charity and truth both suffer in 
such conflicts. When passion takes the field, reason and judg- 
ment retire. When the waters are agitated and fouled there is 
no mening to the bottom. It is the calm investigator that ar- 
rives at the truth and convinces his opponent, while the hot dis- 
putant only creates clouds which shut out the light, at the sacri- 
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fice of love. If truth rather than triumph be our object, we shall 
let reason assert her rights and charity maintain her dominion 
over the soul. We may differ from a brother in our religious 
opinion, but when we are inclined to assail him vehemently, let 
us remember the fable of the sun and the wind contending for the 
traveler’s cloak. The wind blew with violence, and the more it 
blustered the closer did he draw his cloak about him: at length 
the sun beams out with calm and penetrating rays and gently 
warmed him into a disposition to take off his cloak himself. 
There is nothing so convincing and subduing as love: nothing 
has suth power to disarm and paralyze the errorist. Approach 
him in this temper, and you are sure to gain his respect and 
esteem, if you fail to dislodge his errors and win him over to the 
truth. As passion and prejudice bear sway he is sure to adhere 
closer to his errors, and become less susceptible of benefit. 

It is true that we are commanded to “ contend earnestly for the 
faith that was once delivered to the saints.” But the faith here 
meant, does not consist in points of doubtful import, but in the 
fundamental doctrine that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, accom- 
panied with a holy life; the persons against whom the primitive 
saints were to contend were the ungodly that denied the only 
Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. For essential and funda- 
mental points like this, we may, and ought to contend earnestly, 
yet in love: but contention about lesser and unessential points is 
called by the apostle perverse disputing, and is more the result 
of pride and ignorance than of enlightened rational zeal. 

Beware also of a heated sectarian zeal. In the furnace which 
is kindled by zeal for a religious party, charity is often dreadfully 
scorched, if not utterly consumed. If our adherence to a par- 
ticular church or denomination arises from an honest and sincere 
belief that it is equally ‘if not more Christian in its doctrines, 
spirit, usages and practice than other branches of Zion, then we 
are consistent, and our motives may not be questioned. Such an 
adherence is perfectly consistent with that enlarged liberality and 
charity towards others who may differ from us in religious 
opinions and sympathies, that never faileth and is always kind. 
But our attachment to a church or denomination merely from 
love to a party, or from a belief that it may better promote some 
private end, is sheer selfishness. And yet in connection with 
this latter spirit we generally find the most intemperate sectarian 
zeal. Persons of no higher attachments than these are generally 
the most opinionated and censorious, and often look upon Chris- 
tians in other church relations, with denominational pride and 
contempt, and affect to thank God that they are not like these 
publicans. They charm themselves with the fond imaginings 
of their own light, and fancy all others to be in darkness. They 
heap to themselves teachers, and in their man-worship exclaim, I 
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am for Paul, or I am for Apollos, or I am for Cephas: this man 
is a powerful reasoner, or that man is eloquent, or such a one is 
liberal; while they in turn assure their people that they are 
God’s chosen and favored church! 

Such views and feelings are unfriendly to charity, engender 
animosities and persecutions, and cherish the worst passions of 
the human heart. We have a striking illustration in the descri 
tion which Jude has given us of the sectaries in his time. He 
distinguishes them by various unmistakable marks. By their 
vain conceits: hence they were dreamers. By their insolent 
opposition to government: hence they despised dominio, and 
= evil of dignities. By their ignorance and malice: hence 
~ spoke evil of things they knew not. By their unkindness 

cruelty to their brethren: hence their relapse into the way of 
Cain. By their murmurings — their rulers: hence they 
perished in the gainsaying of Core. By their false pretensions 
to virtue: hence they were clouds without water. By their in- 
constancy: hence they were carried about of winds. By their 
violent and furious temper: hence they were raging waves of 
the sea. By the irregularity and danger of their course : hence they 
were wandering stars. By their discontent: hence they were 
murmurers and complainers. By their stubbornness: hence 
they walked after their own lusts. by their self-conceit and pride 
of party: hence their mouth spoke great swelling words. By 
their fond admiration of their own people: hence they had men's 
sons in admiration. By their sectarian pride and scorn: 
5 hs they were called mockers. By their i wenetieve spirit : 
hence they were those who separated themselves. By their real 
sensuality : hence they were justly called sensual, having not the 
re 


Such is Jude’s striking portraiture of a class of religionists in his 
day, who in their pride and self-righteousness withdrew from the 
communion of the Christian brotherhood under pretense of greater 
holiness. And such has ever been and will ever be, the sad re- 
sults of man-worship, or sectarian zeal in the absence of Chris- 
tian charity. ; 

Finally, prayer is an eminent means of promoting the charity 
that never faileth. For, the spirit of prayer and of unkindness 
have no affinity. The Christian votnat wm. from his closet where 
he has had melting views of his own unworthiness; where he 
has heard the groans and seen the agonies and the blood of his 
Redeemer ; and hate and injure his brother. Let the love of God 
and man warm his heart in prayer, and it will burn up all cen- 
soriousness and unkindness; and his countenance will 
radiate the light, love, and benevolence of his inner man. Men 
have come down from the mount of prayer, and put in motion 
some of the grandest schemes of Christian pensvclenss that are 
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now blessing the world. Had there been aught of unkindness 
and misanthropy in their hearts they could not have given birth 
to such plans nor put them in execution. If then, my brethren, 
you ever become selfish, and sour, and worldly in your feelings, 
go upon the mount and remain there till you have prayed them 
all away ;—pray till you are melted into repentance and love, 
till all your passions and affections are sweetened and chastened by 
Divine Grace, and you can embrace in your arms of piety and 
benevolence the whole human family—ell who are the offspring 
of a common Parent—the subjects of a like apostasy and re- 
demption—the brethren of the same adoption—heirs of one 
common glory. 

The ‘field is the world. Then let your hearts be enlarged until 
you can take in the world; until you can feel that every man has 
an immortal soul, whose redemption is unspeakably precious; that 
every man is your brother, and your neighbor, and may become 
through grace a bright seraph in heaven. Go to Gethsemane 
and listen to its agonizing prayers. Ascend Calvary and hear 
the groans and heart-rending cries of the crucified One. Com- 
prehend if you can the deep, unfathomable love of the “ Man of 
sorrows,” as he prays for his murderers. Go often and linger 
long upon the mount of prayer, until you bathe your souls in the 

streams of Divine grace, and drink deeper than ever at the 
fountain of Divine love. Charity never faileth: your bodies 
will be consigned to the grave; your earthly schemes may be 
dashed in pieces, and your earthly hopes and affections quenched 
in the darkness of death: but love to God never dies—it is life 
everlasting ; and having accomplished its blessed mission in this 
world of sin and sorrow, it will put on immortality, and shine 
and rejoice forevermore in the kingdom of heaven. 





A SHORT SERMON.—BY THE EDITOR. 


THE JOY OF ANGELS. 


“ There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner thai 
repenteth."—Luxe 15: 10. 


Tus joy of angels is over the repentance and salvation of sin- 
ners. Such a view have they of the misery, guilt and doom of 
transgression, and of the amazing worth and preciousness of eter- 
nal redemption by Jesus Christ, that the repentance of but one 
sinner renders all heaven Joyful, and is celebrated by angels as an 
event of infinite interest and value. Said the Lord of angels: “1 
say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons 
which need no repentance.” The recovery of a lost soul to God ; 
the salvation of a sinner from the law-incurred penalty, from sin 
itself, and from the doom of an endless hell; his salvation by 
means of that Cross which so honors God and sustains His law 
while it redeems and reconciles, is a stupendous achievement. 
Where, in the universe, can anything be found to equal it, in 
interest, importance, blessedness, true sublimity? The most 
thrilling events of a merely temporal, social or political chagacter : 
" the creation or destruction of material worlds and systems ; the 
rise and fall of kingdoms ; the setting up of new and the casting 
down of old dynasties ; and all the pomp and honor and power 
and wealth of the world—lost or gained—all these, in the sight of 
Heaven, are of less importance than the rescuing of but one price- 
less, lost soul from eternal ruin. 

It is for the saLvaTion of men that the thoughts of Heaven are 
mainly concerned. The sympathies, desires, hopes and anxieties 
of angels respect man as a sinner—a child of guilt and vet of ' 
hope—lost and yet within reach of salvation—under the power 
of death and yet immortal—on trial for life eternal—running a 
race for heaven or for hell! What men call the great events of 
time are trifles in their sight: what men call mean, small, of no 
moment, they count grand, vast, chief, everything. As they wing 
their flight over this once fair but now blighted world, and survey 
its varied scenes—the din of its business, the glitter of its wealth, 
the pride of its greatness, the temples of its learning, the tread of 
its armies and the war of its navies, the tumult of the nations, 
and the crash of falling kingdoms ;—these are not the events 
which arrest their attention and excite their interest: but they 
do mark the falling tear of the penitent, and listen to the sigh of 
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the contrite ; they pause over the dwelling of prayer, and mingle 
in the circle of devotion ; they watch the sinner in all his goings, 
and register the number of the saved, and bear to heaven the joy- 
ful news when a soul is converted. 

The angels take the liveliest interest in matters pertaining to 
man’s salvation; they are anxious spectators of the race which he 
is running; the guardian and ministering spirits of the heirs of 
salvation ; and rejoice over every “sinner that repenteth” with a 
universal and a great rejoicing. What a rebuke is this to the 
dullness and apathy and neglect of too many Christians ! 


The angels in heaven and Christians on earth have one and the 
same great interest, and grand theme, to enlist and call forth their 
love and service. And hence they should have a fellow-feeling. 
The desire, the anxiety, the joy of angels ought to be the desire, 
the anxiety, the joy of every good man. Christians ought to look 
upon sinners with the pity of angels, yearn over them with the 
tenderness and solicitude of angels, and joy over their salva- 
tion with the joy of angels. Redemption should so awake our 
sensibilities, and sway such a power over our minds and hearts, 
that ‘the sight of a fellow-sinner plucked from endless ruin 
‘and recovered to God and life, should give us the highest joy— 
thrill our being as nothing else can do. Earthly joy, earthly gain, 
earthly triumphs, what are they all worth in the scale with an im- 
mortal soul, made in the image of God—made for happiness, glory 
and endless life—converted from the error of his ways and made 
an heir of glory? When all beneath the sun has been reduced.to 
ashes, that soul will rise to God, resplendent in moral worth and 
beauty, and shine forever in glory, as a star of the Redeemer’s 
crown. The salvation of the meanest sinner that ever lived on 
earth, is worth all the treasures of tears and toil and blood, that 
the Christian church has ever poured out at the feet of Jesus. 


» Is this the feeling of Christians? Is concern for the sinner 


“made the great concern of their hearts? Do their souls melt and 


rejoice over a repentant sinner with a celestial feeling? Have 
we as Christians adequate views of the worth of the soul; of the 
extent of the ruin which sin has brought upon it ; and of the need 
and preciousness of its redemption? Is salvation the theme of 
themes with us? Does it set the heart on fire—inspire the tongue, 
nerve the soul, and command life’s best and noblest service ? 
Alas! must we not confess to an apathy here that is the grief and 
sorrow of angels? We do not fully enter into the spirit of the 
thrilling scenes which are transpiring in this apostate and gospel- 
world. We do not half feel for sinners who are perishing eter- 
nally on every hand—in our streets, in our sanctuaries, in our 
own dwellings. We do not wait and watch for the repentance 
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of sinners, and pour out the full tide of the heart’s gratitude and 
joy when any are found returning to give glory to God. We do 
not put our hearts in living contact with the cross of Christ, and 
fully fellowship its sympathy and travail and agony and joy and 
glory in the blessed work of saving sinners. Oh, that we had the 
spirit of Christ—the spirit of angels! Then wouldjone great 
thought —the rescuing of souls from sin and death—engross our 

inds, enlist every faculty and energy, and constrain a willing, 
undivided, untiring service for God and salvation. 


The soul of man is of infinite value, or the angels of God would 
not take such an interest in its welfare. Its guilty and ruined 
state while perishing in sin is inexpressibly awful, or its recove 
to God and life would not thus thrill the heavenly world wi 
joy. Oh, how would angels plead and toil and strive to save men 
if they were but permitted such an access to, and influence over 
them, as Christians possess! And can Christians be stupid or 

tful, when angels are thus awake and would do so much to 
men out of the fire of perdition? Can human or angie ef- 
on? What 


orts be better expended than in behalf of man’s salvati 
are 


the grand achievements of art, science, or arms—what the 
noblest enterprises of commerce or ambition, compared to the 
bringing of a single sinner to Christ? “Let him know, that he 
wh 


ich converteth the sinner from the error of his way, shall save 
a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” Christian 
reader, take home this thought to your heart. Ponder it well. 
No other end is worth living for. Live for this. Let those sub- 
lime motives which ruled the mission and life of Jesus Christ, 
rule your heart and life. 





